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held her chiefly responsible, as also for breaking the bond of
affection between his son and himself which had existed in
earlier days, while Bismarck was constantly whispering
warnings into his ear against the Crown Princess.

Nevertheless, face to face with his daughter-in-law he
found her extremely formidable when labouring under a
conviction. He had weakened and finally given away,
provided the boy was likely to acquit himself with the
honour essential to a Hohenzollern in a gymnasium. As
to his last feeble excuses, that the family would object and
that this unprecedented step would mortify many dis-
tinguished Prussians, they were not accorded serious con-
sideration. The Crown Princess had not much use for the
Hohenzollerns, except for one or two tinged with Liberalism,
and the sooner the distinguished Prussians broadened their
views the better, because they would have to do so when
Fritz became Emperor in a few years.

As a further reward for his scholastic achievements,
William was taken by the Crown Prince and Princess on their
official visit to Austria. William has recorded his memories
of that visit, when the beauty of the Empress of Austria so
ravished his boyish senses, with a vivid power of description
which calls for quotation, since his words stand out as a
further refutation of his mother's unassailable conviction
that he was dull-witted, unobservant, unimaginative, and
lacking in the fine parts of intellect.

William and his parents alighted on the platform at
Vienna. ' I found myself/ says William, ' before the
Empress. Rooted to the spot, I gazed in the dazzling
beautiful face, surmounted by dark hair, and at the lovely
dark eyes. I was so overcome that it was only when admon-
ished by my mother that I remembered the Royal lady's
hand/ Later, he goes on, ' Her Majesty came to tea with
my mother at Hetzendorf. My mother had me brought to
the garden where she was walking with the Empress. The
Empress greeted me in the charmingly friendly manner so
peculiarly her own, and then my mother told me to carry
Her Majesty's train. I undertook the duty of a page with the